Inspector of Factories. The committee finished its work last year, and has presented the results in three interim reports and a final one. We purpose giving some account of the various trades investigated by the committee.
First we take the report on file-cutting. File-cutting by machinery hardly ranks among dangerous trades, for it is done in modern " shops," where the ventilation and air-space are sufficient, and the " bed," of which we shall speak presently, is of pewter. But in file-cutting by hand the conditions are very different. In the first place, the suggested also that the workers should be obliged to wear overalls, which the occupiers of the shop should take care were washed once a week. We think that these suggestions, if enforced, would probably result in the work being removed from these unhealthy sheds to proper factories, which would probably be the best remedy of all.
